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e Business Identification Number (BIN)application;
e Opening BO account;
e Applying for Trade License;
e Verification of the Candidates’ information in National Parliament and Local Government Elections;
e Encashment of Remittance;
e Insurance applications;
* Providing assistance to NEA BUS services by regular synchronization with NID datacenter;
e Marriage & divorce registration;
e Connection of gas, water and Electricity;
e e-Ticketing;
e Land phone and mobile connections;
e Secured Web login;
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Electoral Practices in Pandemic

Kbd M Alamgir Hossain

“\loting is a right and taking part in the government of his country is the cornerstone of democracy"
Article 21(3) of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Our election commission is nurturing
democracy of Bangladesh through conducting periodic or regular elections. Health and safety
concerns remain as dominant factor in deciding whether or not elections should be conducted during
the pandemic. As International IDEA’s Global Overview on the impact of COVID-19 on elections shows,
two in three countries scheduled to hold elections in 2020 have decided to postpone them. Among
more than 50 countries that have gone ahead to hold elections during the pandemic, nine of them are
in Asia like Bangladesh. Bangladesh reported its first corona virus cases on March 8 and the disease
had since sickened more than 13,000 people and killed 206. But as tensions over the outbreak began
to mount, the EC hurriedly held the by-polls to Dhaka-10, Gaibandha-3 and Bagerhat-4 on March 21
despite being warned by the DGHS about the risks of spreading the pathogen further in the process.

Underlining that the constitution necessitated the elections to fill vacant parliamentary seats
within 180 days, where Parliamentary by-elections of Bogura-1 and Jashore-6 constituencies,
Bangladesh 14 July 2020 takes places. Not only that , BEC has recently conducted a several kind of
local general and by-elections as per proper directives. Meanwhile EC has circulated a notification that
upcoming pouroshova elections would be held in pandemic situations. it proves that BEC is respectful
towards regular elections and committed to establishing civic rights. Truely the elections have been
peaceful with good turnout. Negative campaign had taken place against the use of EVM with plea that
touching a machine by figure would help spread the Corona virus among the voters. It had caused poor
turnout in the elections of this constituency. BEC set Standard of Operations for the election
conducting officials conducive in a pandemic situation.

The BEC has conducted the elections of Bogura-1 & Jashore-6 constituencies on 14 July 2020 at
the end of expiry of postponing period though COVID 19 situation was still prevailing. The BEC,
however had taken extra precautionary measures for voters, polling staff, polling agents and members
of law enforcing agencies such as:- a) disinfecting polling booths before starting polls; b) polling
personnel wear hand gloves and face masks while issuing ballot papers; c) voters maintain safe
distance while casting votes; d) arrangement of hand sanitizer for voters before entering the polling
booths; e) maintaining distances of minimum one meter in the queue and in the polling booths; f)
deployment of additional staff for managing voter queues; g) checking of voters’ body temperature on
entry to the polling station; h) instructional posters regarding awareness of COVID-19 outside of polling
booths;

i) distribution of ballot papers in the morning, so that polling staff needed not to stay in the poll center
at night; j) polling staff and agents to wear protective equipment; and k) Constrained campaigning of
the candidates with no rally and mass gatherings though the contestants had promised to campaign
for the elections carefully and to avoid public gatherings.The voter turnout has been 63% and 45%
respectively of Jashore-6 and Bogura-1 by-elections. First wave of municipal elections by EVM,

"




residents in 25 municipalities across Bangladesh has gone to the polls on 28 December 2020 Monday
to cast their ballots in the first phase of the country's municipal elections amid corona virus pandemic.
Electronic voting machines (EVM) were being not only used in the Dhaka polls but also were in the first
phase of municipals as a protective measure to pin an effort to stop the spread of the virus. Hand
sanitizers and facemasks had been arranged for the election officers. Queues’ of voters were
disciplinary ways health securities were restored significantly. Apparently COVID-19 pandemic has
made life and living difficult. But BEC does not like to compromise to conducting elections with
whatever antagonistic situation may come. It is pledged bound to let people exercise right of choosing
their representatives through ballot. The BEC is careful so that none can exploit the situation for
remaining in power beyond the set time as a pretext of COVID-19. Hopefully, holding elections at this
time would widen citizens’ breathing space. Even, Running elections are going on well and good in
these pandemic situations. All kinds of preparations have been taken for the polls. The environment
and situation in the voting areas are good. Law-enforcement agencies are working on the ground. No
complaints have been registered. All arrangements have been made for voting using EVMs paralleling
taking effective steps against corona virus like South Korea. . Bangladesh, Mongolia, Malaysia, Japan,
Singapore, and South Korea prove that COVID-19 elections are possible, but difficult.

The good news is that 11 months into this pandemic, most elections have been peaceful with
good turnout. BEC set standard of operations for the election conducting officials conducive in a
pandemic situation. We are now in a much better position to distill trends, identify lessons, spot
remaining challenges and develop policy recommendations.
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What is Electoral Roll and Why I’ll be a Voter ?

Md. Bulbul Ahammad

The electoral roll (also called and electoral register, voters roll or poll book) is a list of persons
who are eligible to cast their vote for any election in a particular voter area or electoral area and who
are registered to vote. An electoral roll has a number of functions, especially to streamline voting on
election day. Voter list also used to combat with electoral fraud by enabling authorities to verify any
suspected applicant’s identity and entitlement to vote, and to ensure a person doesn’t vote multiple
times. In jurisdiction where voting is compulsory, it is used to indicate who has failed to vote. Most
jurisdictions maintain permanent electoral rolls while some jurisdictions compile new electoral rolls
before each election. Before 2007 Bangladesh also compile it’s electoral rolls before every parliament
election and that was used for every election (local bodies and bi-election) in the country. Our
neighbor, biggest democratic country India till now prepare voter list before parliament election. But
after preparing a dynamic and leak-proof electoral rolls with photographs in 2007, Bangladesh
maintaining a permanent electoral roll and built a world class National Database of voters with various
biometrics.

Electoral rolls, under various names, are used in, for example, the United States, United
Kingdom, Australia and New Zealand, but not all jurisdictions require voter registration as a
prerequisite for voting, such as in the state of North Dakota in the United States. Most jurisdictions
close updating of electoral rolls some period, commonly 14 or 28 days, before an election, but some
American jurisdictions allow registration at the same time as attending a polling station to vote and
Australia closes the rolls 7 days after an election is called, rather than with reference to election day.
Bangladesh update it’s permanent electoral roll in every end of the calendar by sending enumerators
to every door of the country. Bangladesh Election Commission update it’s electoral rolls or voter list
and glorious National Database by enrolling data and biometrics of fresher and deduct the name of
dead voters. Enlistment of fresher, deduction of dead voter, correction of voter’s information and
migration of their address are continuous job of every election office of the country. But Bangladesh
Election Commission arrange a special program for it’s voter list update in every year and publish a
draft voter list for fresher in January of next year. Every fresher can visit this draft voter list in local
Election office, concern local government office and EC’s website. The fresher have the opportunity to
revised their any information. This draft voter list will be final on the day of 2nd March and the country
is observed the 02 March as a “Voter Day”.

But the question may raise is the mind of our next generation, Why I'll be a voter?

To express your choice or opinion, especially by officially writing a mark on a paper or by raising hand
or speaking in a meeting is called vote.—define by Cambridge Dictionary.

Vote is to express and opinion.—Lucia Mouat.

Overall we can concise, vote is a formal expression of opinion or choice made by an eligible or
selected individual or body of individuals.




Voter means a person or individual who votes or who has a legal right to vote, especially to
exercise in election or political franchise. Voting is as expression of one’s judgment on a matter or right
to choose any alternative. A voter is an elector who can elect any person or matter from two or more
options.

Universal suffrages gives the right to vote to all adult citizens, regardless of wealth, income,
gender, social status, race, ethnicity, or any other restriction, subject only to relativity minor
exceptions. Universal suffrage was understood to mean only universal manhood suffrage, the vote was
extended to women later, during the women’s suffrage movement. There are variations among
countries in terms of specifies of the right to vote; the minimum age is usually between 18 and 25 years
and “the insane, certain classes of convicted criminals and those punished for certain electoral
offenses” sometimes lack of the right to vote. In most countries, universal adult suffrage followed
about a generation after universal male franchise. Notable exceptions in Europe were France, where
women could not vote until 1944, Greece (1952) and Switzerland (1971). In all modern democracies,
the number of people who could not vote has increased progressively with time. In the 19th century
in Europe, Great Britain and North America there were movements advocating” Universal(Male)
Suffrage”.

This is New Zealand who was the first country to allow women to (in 1893), while Saudi Arabia
granted women’s right to vote in 2011. The United State began women'’s right to vote in 1920, the
Great Britain (in 1928), India (in 1919), Pakistan (in 1947), Bangladesh (in 1972).

Voting or suffrage is a right of citizen which acquire by movement. Somewhere by sacrifice of lives in
the world. When one talk about democracy, they typically emphasize the importance of the right to
vote. There is no other best method of rule except democracy throughout the world. Off course there
are lot of feature or right in democracy but voting right is compulsory for democracy. There are no
instant in the world, where citizen have right of voting or taking part in electoral process, without
enlisting in concern voter list.

So the answer is very simple, if any citizen of the country want to exercise their voting right,
he/she must be a voter. In many jurisdiction none can take part in electoral process or be a contesting
candidate in respected electoral area. In Bangladesh if anyone want to exercise one’s franchise or to
take part in parliament/local body’s election, he/she first have to register as a voter. Moreover
Bangladesh Election Commission provide a National Identification (NID) card (also called Smart Card)
to all registered voter of the country, and preserve voter’s information in National Database.
Government of Bangladesh has decided to issue a National Identification (NID) card to all it’s citizen.
The government decide, the people of the country (from new born baby to all citizen) will get National
Identification (NID) card after completion of registration with Bangladesh Election Commission. All
registered citizen will get NID card but when one will be 18 years old, they automatically enter into the
voter list. The government already passed some rules to ask the citizen to show their NID to get various
service, besides a lot of non-government organization, private institute also are asking NID. Though, till
now, it’s not legal mandatory for the citizen of Bangladesh to be a voter or have NID, but without NID
card a mature people are facing difficulties to get any public service.

So, let’s be a smart citizen with having a smart NID card by registering as a voter.
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An Auspicious Initiative For Expatriates

Kbd M AlamgirHossain

Flawless voter registration is a pre-requisite to fair polls. Since voting is a universal franchise every
eligible citizens must be included in the voter list. So why will expatriates remain out of registration? It
was a longstanding demand of expatriates to be included in the voter list. Present EC is very much
enthusiastic of feeling the public pulse and performing constitutional responsibilities like ~overseas
voter registration programmes.

Honorable CEC, K M Nurul Huda sir had launched it through joint video conferencing between
Bangladesh and Malaysia.

In earlier days, EC had sent technical and non technical experts to visit in several countries for
conducting feasibility study. EC had also arranged a workshop on Feb 27 in 2019 at BICC in Dhaka to
receive suggestions and opinions from stakeholders, particularly diplomats stationed in countries.

Let alone, initiatives to register expatriates in the voter list had been taken by the two previous
commissions but the move failed. In this process, 10 lakh expatriate Bangladeshis in Malaysia will to
get NID cards for the first time. The eligible expatriates would be able to register their information
through services.nidw.gov.bd.

This registration process is very easy and transparent. If anyone applies online, the commission would
send it to respective Upazila Election Officer for scrutiny. A help desk, to be set up at Bangladesh
Missions, would then collect ten fingerprints and iris scan of the eligible person.

Then it would be posted on the commission's server, printed on smart card and distributed to the
individual through the help desk at the Bangladesh Mission.

Based on the experiences of Malaysia the EC would extend the initiative to other countries such as
Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Qatar, and Bahrain and there may arise some challenges like:

1) Apathy of illegal expatriates and hesitations of dual citizenships holders may be notice able to
enroll.

2) Most of the expatriates my not understand the written registering instructions and face few
problems on online registration since they are illiterate and labor.

3) There may have lack of volunteering role in mobilizing the disabled individuals though A help desk
may be set up there.

4) Difficulties may be experienced in capturing the fingerprints of certain categories of people who
are specially day labor, hard workers, and aged people due to fading of their finger lines. A large
number of expatriates (1.16 crores in different countries) are currently living abroad and contributing
to the country's economy, but they are deprived of their voting rights during elections. Overseas voter
registration may bring out focal opportunities through ensuring some facilities and relaxing some
restrictions thus.

1) This process would pave the way for ensuring voting rights to the expatriates at their job
destination countries.
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2) Expatriates will get all facilities related to NID cards at home and abroad.

3) Applicants do not need to take support from anyone for filling information.

4) Expatriates will be involved in flawless voter registration and will not fall in the trap of the touts if
applicants can fill up eight information and submit six documents as requirement.

5) The reason given in Bangladesh is that women cannot go out without male companion or
husband's permission. This case can be exempted from overseas registration.

6) Physical insecurity and societal conflict which are bar to go to voter registration centre may not
seen in overseas.

7) Women expatriates will not shy away from public declaration of their age and birth date.

8) Process may be smooth and up-to-date since selective and dynamic employees would be
deployed and modern voter registering equipments and accessories would be available.

9) There will have no possibility to practice any persuasion or political pressure for biasness. So,
successful registration is badly needed and hopes concerned authority may apply sharing ideas and
consider the following recommendations for better performances:

1) A special committee can be formed by the registration officers who would oversee the
programmes and solve any issues arising during the process.

2) Bangladesh Missions can inform to concerned committee of EC regarding illegal expatriates and
dual citizenship visa holders for determining eligible expatriates.

3) Registration team should be formed by the deserving and dedicating employees of ECs. They must
be trained up efficiently. Seletctions should be crystal clear and budget should be increased.

4) Concerts participated by popular musicians and celebrities in overseas can be arranged to
promote the participation of expatriates. Uganda got a positive impact from this strategy.

5) Some key considerations for efficiency in enrolment may be judiciously carried out such as speed of
data collection, economic and prevalence software, capture of the most suitable photographs, special
care on editing personal information as well as birth dates, state of the art reporting and query tools.

6) Expatriates databases of BB and concerned ministry can be shared. These will give a clear picture
and provide vital information of the expatriates indeed.

7) Foreign embassy can hold a constructive meeting with various kind of associations (district,
divisions, social, cultural and other professional) and political branch committees formed in overseas
with a view to increasing voter registering participants.

8) To this registration end, necessary amendments can be made to the voter list rules in the light of
present circumstances. EC's dynamic and experienced officers have historical performances in
completing several voter lists with photographs. Cambodia and Kosovo are following our
bioenroliment procedures. | think this programme would not only strengthen the relationships
between expatriates and Bangladeshis but also increase patriotism. We do hope no inefficiency, no
irresponsibility and no criticism will be focused without presenting a well-accepted expatriates voter
list if there remains cordial cooperation from all levels.
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Voter’s Day for Young Voters

Nasima Akhter

Democracy is a form of government where the people of the county have the authority to
choose their governing legislators. Bangladesh is a democratic country. Thus its people are entitled to
vote and choose its government.

Voters are people who can vote and elect the nations governing body. To be a voter one must
have a voter’s ID. In most countries the voting age is 18, while there are countries where the voting age
is 16. Same countries also have a voting age that is significantly higher than 18. Countries like
Singapore, Kuwait, Oman all have a voting age of 21. Bangladesh on the other hand advocates and
practices what majority of the world follows. In democracy voters play a vitol role as they are the ones
who decides the government of the country. Bangladesh observes its voter’s day on the 2nd March.
Since 2018 Bangladesh has been commemorating its voter’s day. However the first time, the voter’s
day was actually observed on the 1st of March. On voter’s day the election commission give
prominence to young voters and a national programme is also conducted where the young voters are
encouraged to participate in the elections. They are made aware of their roles in the society and rolls.
The focus, however is not always the same every year. The theme is practically correlative but not
exact. The day deals with voter’s education, to wind up the matter. Besides Bangladesh there are a few
other countries that observe voter’s day. One such example would be India. India has been observing
voter’s day since 26th January of 2011. However originally the voter’s day in India is observed on 25th
of January every year. The India, Election Commission enrolls new voters in the electoral rolls on that
occation.

As voting is a significant responsibility for the adults of a society, it is of great importance that
the voters are made well aware of their fidelity. To make sure the voters are privy to their role in the
society’s rolls, the election commission could contrive advertisements on voter education. The
advertisements could portray the importance of young voters in safety. Other initiatives such as
printing posters with striking slogans or creating souvenirs and other merchandise can also be given a
thought to, in order to encourage young voters to get in the act. As the young generation are a lot more
social and exposed to the internet, advertisements in different platforms could be produced to spread
awareness as well the opportunity to disseminate campaign materials for young people.

There could be cultural programme based on voter’s education. The election commission could
organize interactive programme such as game shows or quiz to attract young voters as well. Other
initiatives such as street dramas or creation of folk songs and regional music shows could be arranged
all around the country. Youth festivals can also be organized to make the new voters aware of their
responsibilities in general rolls or any other polls. For that matter, In the festivals gifting the young
voters colourful posters and other souvenirs would definitely attract new voters to participate in the
elections.
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